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KEY JUDGMENTS

The US-Iran mutual strike pause will likely hold through August 10, anchored by Omani-mediated progress on Hormuz
transit terms and Washington's stake in preserving diplomatic space ahead of the Netanyahu-Trump bilateral on Tuesday.
Moderate confidence reflects convergent diplomatic reporting from both capitals but assumes that neither a proxy-inflicted
casualty nor a naval blockade miscalculation forces an escalatory response before negotiations mature.

That assumption faces immediate stress. [ran-backed drone attacks struck Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Israel, and Iraq on the pause's
third day, demonstrating that Tehran's restraint does not extend to affiliated militia operations. Gulf states' tolerance for
absorbing proxy strikes during a diplomatic window is the binding constraint. Chinese Coast Guard or People's Liberation
Army (PLA) units will likely mount another confrontation with Philippine vessels at Second Thomas or Scarborough Shoal'
by August 10, as three clashes in seven days show no deterrent response to the George Washington Carrier Strike Group's
entry into the South China Sea.

Zelensky disclosed Saturday that Russia is seeking 30,000 additional North Korean troops, a request that would more than
double the current front-line contingent if fulfilled. Seoul reports no confirmed signs of an additional deployment.

1. Scarborough Shoal — Shallow reef 120 nautical miles west of Luzon that China seized from Philippine control in 2012 after a standoff. Unlike Second
Thomas Shoal, the Philippines has no permanent presence here, leaving Filipino fishermen and patrol vessels more exposed to Chinese Coast Guard
interdiction. Wikipedia
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SOUTH ASIA

Internet Blackout and Roadblocks Leave Pakistani Kashmir in Limbo as Dozens Die in Election Protests

BLUF: Poonch Division®'s August 10 vote is unlikely (~30%) to proceed as scheduled, leaving Pakistan's staggered election
framework without representation in the district driving the crisis.

Mobile and broadband internet across Pakistan-administered Kashmir has been suspended since June 5, and road closures
persist across Poonch Division, disrupting emergency transport, banking, and commerce six weeks into protests over the
banned Jammu Kashmir Joint Awami Action Committee and its demand to abolish 12 refugee-reserved assembly seats™*.
Deputy Commissioner Munir Qureshi told Al Jazeera internet access remains available at limited locations, including
banks, and that closures are confined to parts of Poonch, with movement elsewhere in Muzaffarabad and Mirpur divisions
unrestricted®. Residents in Poonch and Sudhnoti described a shutdown with no exceptions and a mobile network unable
to sustain calls®. The Election Commission rescheduled the previously single-day July 27 vote into three phases, citing
unavailability of security forces: Mirpur Division on July 27, Muzaffarabad Division and the 12 refugee seats on August 2,
and Poonch Division on August 10°. A curfew has been in place in Rawalakot since early June during the crackdown, and the
Jammu Kashmir Joint Awami Action Committee is calling the elections a sham, while Chief Election Commissioner Ghulam
Mustafa Mughal said observers, including from Pakistan, remain welcome®.
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Analyst Note: A further postponement of the August 10 Poonch vote is unlikely (~30%). Poonch alone forced the shift from
single-day to three-phase polling and shows no de-escalation matching Mirpur and Muzaffarabad, and a second delay would
leave it unrepresented while sharpening the boycott movement's case that the process is illegitimate where unrest is worst.
Confidence is high, based on convergence between government and resident accounts that disruption remains confined to
Poonch specifically rather than easing territory-wide, with sourcing resting on two independent primary field accounts
reinforced by separate outlet reporting. This cuts against the June assessment that connectivity would return by mid-July, six
weeks on, mobile and broadband service remains suspended and the crisis has grown from a banned group's protest into one
splitting the election calendar. Officials counter that the phased schedule already isolates the unrest and that troops freed
after August 2 could secure Poonch on time, a clean vote letting Islamabad stand down the extra deployment now sustaining
the earlier phases.

2. Poonch Division — One of three administrative divisions of Pakistan-administered Kashmir, bordering the Line of Control. It is the epicenter of the
current unrest and the only division where disruption has not abated, forcing the Election Commission to schedule its vote last. Wikipedia

3. 12 refugee-reserved assembly seats — Seats in the AJK Legislative Assembly allocated to refugees from Indian-administered Kashmir who now live
in Pakistani cities. JAAC's demand to abolish them is the central grievance driving the protests, as critics argue the seats give Islamabad disproportionate
influence over the assembly through a voter base outside the territory.

4. Collapsed: Roadblocks, internet blackout leave Pakistani Kashmir in limbo — Al Jazeera

5. Protests, internet blackout and a shifting schedule: The challenges clouding AJK elections — Voicepk.net

6. Unrest in Pakistan-administered Kashmir casts doubt over election — The Christian Science Monitor
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UNITED STATES

House Armed Services Advances NDAA Restrictions on Al Data Centers Built on Defense Department Land

BLUPF: Republican divisions and absent Senate backing expose the Mills restriction in conference, but the provision's passage
already freezes Pentagon leasing timelines and over $1.3 billion in private capital.

The House passed its fiscal 2027 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) this week with a provision from Rep. Cory
Mills (R-Fla.) barring DOD from leasing land to companies building data centers with components from adversary nations’*,
An Army official called the measure an "unworkable standard" that risks driving away more than $1.3 billion in private
capital tied to projects underway at Fort Bliss’ with Carlyle Group and Dugway Proving Ground'® with CyrusOne”*. House
Armed Services Republicans separately voted down a broader amendment from Rep. John Garamendi (D-Calif.) that would
have required DOD impact assessments before finalizing such deals”®. Rep. Rashida Tlaib (D-Mich.) introduced a standalone
bill this week to ban Al data centers on federal land altogether”®.

Analyst Note: The Army's warning that the Mills provision could drive off $1.3 billion in capital at Fort Bliss and Dugway
Proving Ground turns a compliance rider into a direct threat to the leasing timeline, since Carlyle Group and CyrusOne
cannot finalize terms until conference resolves whether the adversary-component restriction survives. Republican ranks are
split, with Rogers backing the leasing push while Mills authored the restriction that passed anyway, showing no settled
House majority posture. Tlaib's standalone bill and the defeated Garamendi and Senate amendments suggest the leasing
model itself, not just component sourcing, remains contested across both chambers, though the restriction may prove chiefly
a messaging vote for Mills given conference committees' history of narrowing similar riders. Moderate confidence reflects
independently sourced committee reporting across three outlets.

7. Congress ramps up scrutiny of Pentagon Al data center plans — Federal News Network

8. The Pentagon wants to build data centers. Congress would like a word. — E&E News

9. Fort Bliss — Sprawling Army installation near El Paso, Texas, encompassing over 1.1 million acres. Its vast undeveloped acreage and grid access make
it one of the most attractive DOD sites for commercial data center leasing. Wikipedia

10. Dugway Proving Ground — Remote Army weapons-testing facility in Utah's West Desert. Its isolation and restricted airspace appeal to secure data
center developers, but the same remoteness limits commercial viability if regulatory barriers increase construction costs. Wikipedia
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MIDDLE EAST

US and Iran Both Pause Attacks for Second Day as Diplomats Seek Space for Ceasefire Negotiations

BLUPF: Shared tactical convenience, not a negotiated framework, likely (~70%) sustains the strike pause through August 3,
leaving resumption hostage to any single spoiler event.

The United States and Iran both refrained from strikes for a second consecutive day Sunday, with Iran's army spokesperson
telling state TV that Tehran halted operations after the US paused its campaign for two nights running] ' US UN Ambassador
Mike Waltz said Trump was "giving talks some space" and that negotiators including Oman had engaged at every level
in recent days'"'?. CBS reported, citing two regional sources, that the pause followed the arrival of an Omani delegation'
in Tehran, while the New York Times reported Trump paused planned escalation over concerns about the Pentagon's
depleted missile-interceptor stockpiles'. Iran's Foreign Ministry spokesperson Esmail Baghaei said talks with Oman on
Strait of Hormuz'* transit had made progress, even as the US military reported its naval blockade remained in effect, with
12 commercial vessels redirected, two disabled and two boarded as of Saturday'"'>. Netanyahu is set to meet Trump in
Washington on Tuesday''.
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Analyst Note: The mutual halt likely (~70%) holds through August 3, sustained by parallel tracks that give Washington
reason to avoid new escalation: Omani mediation on Hormuz transit terms and Netanyahu's Tuesday meeting with Trump.
Iran's matching restraint and reported US concern over depleted interceptor stockpiles point to a shared tactical interest
in preserving calm rather than a negotiated ceasefire, a judgment held with high confidence given convergence across
three independently reporting outlets with wire-sourced secondary confirmation and no contradictory signals. The calm may
owe more to operational necessity, Pentagon interceptor shortages and Iran's own admission of halted operations, than to
diplomatic breakthrough. A pause holding through August 3 lets Washington and Gulf shippers plan around a stabilizing
transit regime and frame the Trump-Netanyahu meeting around negotiated terms, a breakdown forces immediate reallocation
of scarce interceptor stocks and renewed rerouting of commercial shipping.

11. US and Iran pause strikes after days of mutual attacks — Christian Science Monitor

12. US and Iran hit pause on strikes for second day — Al Jazeera

13. Omani delegation — Oman has served as a discreet intermediary between Washington and Tehran for over a decade, including facilitating the secret
channel that produced the 2015 nuclear deal. Its position on the Strait of Hormuz and trusted-broker status with both sides make it the natural mediator
for transit negotiations.

14. Strait of Hormuz — Narrow waterway between Iran and Oman through which roughly 20% of global oil shipments transit daily. Control of the
Hormuz passage is Iran's primary strategic leverage point and the central subject of the Omani-mediated transit talks referenced here. Wikipedia
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Iran-Backed Proxies Strike Israel Saudi Arabia Jordan and Iraq With Drones During US-Iran Pause

BLUF: Multi-front proxy strikes during a nominal ceasefire expose Tehran's inability to enforce compliance among its own
network, making further attacks very likely (~85%) within seven days and eroding the foundation of any negotiated pause.

Iran-backed drone attacks struck Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Israel and Iraq on Monday, the third consecutive day of paused US-
Iran hostilities, according to the Times of Israel and France 24'>'°. Saudi Arabia's defense ministry said it intercepted several
drones targeting oil facilities in its eastern province'’ and Riyadh, attributing the strikes to Iran-backed armed groups in
Iraq, while Yemen's Houthi rebels separately claimed a strike on Saudi crude oil transport infrastructure at the Yanbu port'®;
unverified satellite imagery and video circulating online appeared to show resulting damage and a smoke plume at Saudi
Aramco's Abqaiq processing facility despite the interception claim'*'®!?. Jordan's military downed two drones and Israel
intercepted two more near the Jordanian border without any crossing into Israeli territory, while Iraqi security sources reported
strikes on camps housing Iranian-Kurdish opposition fighters in northern Iraq, and Baghdad said it was investigating Saudi
Arabia's claim that the drones were launched from Iraqi territory'*?’. The Associated Press reported that mediators, with
Qatar and Pakistan involved, see progress toward restoring the collapsed ceasefire and halting the broader Iran war, with Iran
and Oman holding separate talks on safe navigation through the Strait of Hormuz*'.
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Analyst Note: Iran-aligned militias operating outside Tehran's direct control very likely (~85%) will conduct at least one
further drone attack against Saudi, Jordanian, Israeli, or Irag-based targets within the next seven days, given four dispersed
strikes in a single day despite the stated US-Iran pause, undermining any ceasefire's durability and forcing Gulf states to
weigh unilateral retaliation against Iraqi territory. Moderate confidence reflects consistent reporting across multiple national
defense ministries but no independent confirmation of launch sites or command linkages to Tehran, with sourcing resting
on a single primary Associated Press account and other outlets supplying secondary amplification rather than independent
corroboration. The scattered, uncoordinated targeting may instead reflect loosely affiliated militias acting opportunistically
rather than a centrally directed signal to Washington. Baghdad's unresolved investigation into whether its territory hosted
the launches, echoing a May episode, will determine whether Gulf states press for coalition action against Iraqi militia camps
or mediators gain room to convert the pause into formal talks.

15. Israel, Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Iraq attacked by drones despite lull in US-Iran fighting — Times of Israel

16. Iran, US hold fire as Saudi Arabia intercepts drones — France 24

17. eastern province — Saudi Arabia's Eastern Province contains the vast majority of the kingdom's oil production and export infrastructure, including
the Ghawar field and Ras Tanura terminal, making it the highest-value target set for Iranian-aligned drone operations. Wikipedia

18. Yanbu port — Red Sea oil terminal and terminus of Saudi Arabia's East-West Pipeline, designed to bypass Gulf chokepoints. A Houthi strike here
demonstrates the ability to threaten Saudi exports on both coasts simultaneously. Wikipedia

19. Saudi Arabia defends against drone strikes from 'Iran-backed' groups — Al Jazeera

20. IDF Intercepts Two Drones Near Jordanian Border as Regional Attacks Intensify — Haaretz

21. Mediators see progress in efforts to halt Iran war as drone attacks rattle region — Associated Press (Samy Magdy and Elena Becatoros)
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GLOBAL ECONOMY

South Korean and US Firms Announce 950 Billion Dollars in Five-Year Semiconductor Partnerships at San
Francisco Al Summit

BLUPF: Seoul's near-trillion-dollar commitment hardwires Korean chipmakers into US Al supply chains through 2030, but
actual capacity delivery hinges on domestic regulatory timelines that remain untested at this scale.

Presidential policy chief Kim Yong-beom announced during a San Francisco briefing on Saturday that South Korean and
global tech firms agreed to pursue $950 billion in combined semiconductor and Al partnerships over five years, following
President Lee Jae Myung's summit visit™>>**. Samsung Electronics signed a $200 billion memorandum of understanding
with Broadcom covering advanced memory supply and AI chip foundry® cooperation, while SK Group agreed to five-year
advance purchase contracts supplying $750 billion in memory chips to Nvidia and other firms******, The parties also agreed
to pursue Al data center projects totaling roughly 5 gigawatts of capacity and about 2 million GPUs, including SK Telecom
cooperation with Nvidia and Anthropic and a $10 billion Naver deal with Nvidia and Brookfield******. Kim said Anthropic
CEO Dario Amodei told Lee that Korea could support 2 to 3 gigawatts of Al data center capacity if regulatory approvals
move quickly**.

Analyst Note: Saturday's announcement converts summit diplomacy into binding commercial terms, locking Samsung and
SK Group into US chipmakers' supply chains through advance-purchase contracts rather than spot sales for the rest of the
decade. The scale, nearly a trillion dollars, establishes Seoul's three-megaprojects framework’® as the organizing structure
for its Al industrial policy, though four converging but same-day, non-independent accounts limit this to parallel reporting
on one coordinated release rather than separately verified reporting threads. Actual data center buildout hinges on how
fast domestic regulators clear siting and power approvals, a constraint underscored by Amodei's disclosed estimate that
Korea could support 2 to 3 gigawatts of capacity if approvals move quickly. The headline figures may instead largely restate
memory contracts and MOUs already in negotiation, repackaged as political messaging timed to Lee's visit rather than newly
struck terms.

22. Korean firms strike $950 billion chip and Al deals with Nvidia, Broadcom during Lee's San Francisco visit — Korea JoongAng Daily

23. South Korea unveils $950B in semiconductor partnerships — UPI

24. After S Korean President's US visit, tech giants to pursue $950 billion semiconductor and Al partnerships — ANI

25. foundry — Contract manufacturing of chips designed by another company. Samsung's foundry cooperation with Broadcom means fabricating
Broadcom-designed Al chips, putting Samsung in direct competition with TSMC for advanced manufacturing contracts.

26. three-megaprojects framework — Seoul's industrial policy structure organizes Korea's semiconductor and Al investments around three flagship
national initiatives, shaping how these partnerships are structured.
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AFRICA

Sudanese Army and Joint Force Claim Full Control of Khartoum-El Obeid Highway After Recapturing
Bara

BLUF: Reopening the Al Sadarat corridor likely holds through late August, giving the army a shorter resupply line to El
Obeid”’, though Rapid Support Forces (RSF) drone strikes signal the route remains contested rather than secure.

The Sudanese Armed Forces, allied militias, and the Joint Force of the Armed Movements>® announced they have secured full
control of the Al Sadarat highway linking Khartoum to El Obeid after several days of operations against the Rapid Support
Forces in North Kordofan State, citing the capture of Bara, Jabra al-Sheikh, Um Sayala, Umm Qurfa, and Jereikh®3%3132,
The Joint Force said Major General Abdelaziz Ismail Abakar and Brigadier Abdullah Sharafeldin Abakar were killed during
the battle for Bara, less than 50 kilometers from the state capital E1 Obeid®'*?. The 400-kilometer route had remained under
RSF control since the war began in April 2023, and Bara has changed hands multiple times during the conflict’'**. Hours
after the announcement, drone strikes hit El Obeid, damaging the local lawyers' association and a branch of the Agricultural
Bank of Sudan; local officials attributed the strikes to the RSF, and no casualties were reported””. The army's claims of full
control have not been independently verified®.
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Analyst Note: Reopening the Al Sadarat corridor lets the army resupply El Obeid's garrison via the shorter Omdurman route
rather than the longer White Nile detour, a logistical gain that outweighs the tactical capture of Bara itself. The Joint Force's
loss of two senior commanders in a single engagement signals the battle's intensity exceeded a routine clearing operation,
and whether the coalition can sustain offensive tempo across Kordofan into West Kordofan, the analysts' expected next axis,
remains unclear. Six outlets, including Sudanese primary sources, corroborate the army's claim, though Sudanhorizon flags
it as unverified, and Bara's history of repeatedly changing hands suggests RSF forces may have repositioned rather than been
dislodged. The dawn drone strikes on El Obeid infrastructure hours after the announcement indicate the RSF is contesting
the corridor's security rather than conceding the route.

27. El Obeid — Capital of North Kordofan and Sudan's fifth-largest city, serving as the army's primary logistics hub for operations across the Kordofan
region. Its garrison has been partially isolated since RSF forces cut the direct highway to Khartoum in 2023.

28. Joint Force of the Armed Movements — Coalition of former Darfur rebel groups, primarily the Sudan Liberation Movement (Minni Minnawi faction)
and the Justice and Equality Movement, that aligned with the Sudanese Army against the RSF after the war began. Their participation in the Bara offensive
marks the coalition operating well outside its traditional Darfur base.

29. Army says it secures Omdurman—El Obeid highway — Darfur24

30. Sudanese Army Captures New Areas, Secures Full Control of National Export Highway — Sudanhorizon

31. Sudan army seizes town in Kordofan, easing pressure on besieged Al Obeid — The National

32. Sudanese army claim capture of strategic North Kordofan towns — Dabanga Radio TV Online

33. Drone strikes rock Sudan's ElI-Obeid after army secures highway — Arab News
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INDO-PACIFIC

USS George Washington Carrier Strike Group Enters South China Sea After Week of Philippine-Chinese
Clashes

BLUF: Another Chinese confrontation at contested shoals is likely (~70%) by August 10, and the George Washington strike
group's proximity now risks converting paramilitary clashes into direct US military engagements.

The George Washington Carrier Strike Group, comprising the carrier, cruiser USS Robert Smalls, and destroyers USS Shoup
and USS Benfold, entered the South China Sea after transiting the Luzon Strait last week, according to United States Naval
Institute (USNI) News and Global Times****. Philippine officials said Chinese Coast Guard personnel struck a Philippine
Navy SEAL with a baton at Second Thomas Shoal*® on July 20, requiring medical evacuation®**’. Secretary of State
Marco Rubio said a US Coast Guard cutter at the scene helped separate the two sides and enabled the sailor's retrieval for
treatment®**’. China's Coast Guard said it took "control measures" against Philippine vessels at Scarborough Shoal®® on
Friday, after Philippine officials reported Chinese cutters fired water cannons at their vessels on both Thursday and Friday”’.
The PLA Southern Theater Command said it conducted a "routine patrol" in the South China Sea on Sunday and criticized
Manila for a five-day trilateral maritime exercise with the US and Japan that concluded July 25%.
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Analyst Note: Extended carrier presence off Luzon raises the entanglement risk of any future Coast Guard clash, since armed
US and allied units are now positioned near contested features that previously saw only civilian and paramilitary contact.
Chinese Coast Guard or PLA units will likely (~70%) mount another confrontation with Philippine vessels at Second Thomas
Shoal or Scarborough Shoal by August 10, 2026, as Beijing continues treating trilateral patrols with Washington and Tokyo as
provocation warranting countermeasures rather than deterrence. Moderate confidence reflects a consistent monthly pattern
of escalating contact methods, from water cannon use to a direct physical strike on a Philippine sailor, though the internal
decision calculus of China's Coast Guard command remains unobserved.

34. George Washington CSG in the South China Sea After Philippine-Chinese Clashes — USNI News

35. PLA Southern Theater Command slams Philippines for stirring up trouble in SCS, conducts routine South China Sea patrols amid trilateral US-
Philippines-Japan drills — Global Times

36. Second Thomas Shoal — Contested reef where the Philippines intentionally grounded the BRP Sierra Madre in 1999 to anchor a small marine garrison.
China's Coast Guard has repeatedly blockaded Philippine resupply missions, making it the most frequent site of physical confrontations in the South China
Sea. Wikipedia

37. Three Clashes in a Week Escalate China-Philippines Sea Feud — gCaptain

38. Scarborough Shoal — Shallow reef 120 nautical miles west of Luzon that China seized from Philippine control in 2012 after a standoff. Unlike
Second Thomas Shoal, the Philippines has no permanent presence here, leaving Filipino fishermen and patrol vessels more exposed to Chinese Coast
Guard interdiction. Wikipedia

UNCLASSIFIED // OPEN SOURCE 9 icbrief.org


https://news.usni.org/2026/07/27/george-washington-csg-in-the-south-china-sea-after-philippine-chinese-clashes
https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202607/1366848.shtml
https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202607/1366848.shtml
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Thomas_Shoal
https://gcaptain.com/three-clashes-in-a-week-escalate-china-philippines-sea-feud/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scarborough_Shoal

UNCLASSIFIED // OPEN SOURCE

RUSSIA-UKRAINE

Zelensky Says Russia Seeking 30000 More North Korean Troops as South Korea Monitors

BLUF: Pyongyang will likely (~70%) deploy additional troops to Russia by late September, deepening a military partnership
that yields combat data directly applicable to Korean Peninsula contingencies.

Zelensky said in a Saturday evening address that Russia is seeking an additional 30,000 North Korean troops, with prepara-
tions underway since June at facilities in Russia's Voronezh region™ to receive them**!. He also said North Korea is preparing
to transfer additional ballistic missile launchers to Russia, without naming a source for either claim*'. South Korea's foreign
ministry said Monday it is closely monitoring North Korea-Russia military cooperation, declining to comment on intelligence
matters, and said government sources have seen no confirmed signs of an additional deployment*. North Korea has already
sent an estimated 20,000 troops and military engineers to Russia since 2024, with about 14,000 currently deployed on the

front lines***42,
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Analyst Note: North Korea is likely (~70%) to send additional troops beyond its current 14,000-strong front-line contingent
by September 25, as Moscow's demonstrated appetite for manpower and Pyongyang's parallel offer of extra ballistic missile
launchers point toward a broader expansion, with Voronezh preparations underway since June suggesting a larger transfer
than the 2024 wave. Moderate confidence rests on a single head-of-state disclosure with no named source, consistent with
the established pattern of phased deployments but not yet corroborated by Seoul, whose sources report no confirmed signs of
an additional deployment. The 30,000 figure supersedes the prior 15,000-t0-20,000 ceiling estimate for 2026 deployments.
Zelensky's disclosure may instead reflect an effort to sustain Western attention and military aid rather than a confirmed
operational plan, and absent corroboration, the claim stays below the threshold that would push Seoul and Washington
toward tighter sanctions enforcement and intelligence-sharing.

39. Voronezh region — Russian oblast roughly 500 km south of Moscow, bordering Ukraine's Luhansk region. Its rear-area military infrastructure makes
it a logical staging ground for receiving and equipping foreign troops before forward deployment. Wikipedia

40. Russia wants 30,000 more North Korean troops for Ukraine war: Zelenskyy — Japan Times

41. Zelensky says Russia seeks 30,000 more North Korean troops — UPI

42. S. Korea closely monitoring Russia's reported preparation for more N. Korean troops: foreign ministry — The Korea Times
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voronezh_Oblast
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2026/07/26/asia-pacific/politics/north-korea-30000-troops-russia/
https://www.upi.com/Top_News/World-News/2026/07/26/troops-ukrainian-leader-zelensky-warns/4181785095291/
https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/foreignaffairs/20260727/s-korea-closely-monitoring-russias-reported-preparation-for-more-n-korean-troops-foreign-ministry
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US POLICY

Former CIA Director Panetta Accuses Trump Administration of Deliberately Covering Up Iran War
Casualty Numbers

BLUF: Downward revision of casualty figures amid a prolonged briefing blackout has made information credibility, not
combat performance, the administration's central political vulnerability on Iran.

Former CIA Director and Defense Secretary Leon Panetta told the Guardian the Pentagon has mounted a deliberate effort to
withhold Iran war casualty information from the public, calling the approach "shameful"****. The Defense Department has
held no press briefing in two and a half months, compared with Panetta's own weekly briefings during the Afghanistan and
Iraq wars™**. The Pentagon's public casualty tracker this week showed the reported US death toll drop from 18 to 14 and the
wounded count fall from 482 to 420*°. Spokesperson Sean Parnell attributed the changes to a temporary data disruption, while
the New York Times reported the four removed deaths involved troops killed after the administration's declared ceasefire®.

Analyst Note: Panetta's account, while carried by five outlets, rests on a single Guardian interview, leaving the story single-
source and the suppression framing unconfirmed. The pattern nonetheless points to information control rather than battlefield
setbacks as the administration's sharper political exposure heading into the midterms: two and a half months without a
Pentagon briefing, against a downward casualty revision the department attributes to a data disruption, invites scrutiny no
single explanation resolves. The tracker's shift may instead reflect a genuine dispute over which post-ceasefire deaths count
toward the war tally rather than coordinated suppression. Congressional Democrats' demand for an accounting ensures the
casualty count stays a live oversight fight rather than settling as routine administrative revision, with further tracker changes
or a return to regular briefings the signals to watch.

43. 'Shameful': Pentagon accused of cover-up over US military casualties in Iran war — NewsNetworks.com
44. 'Shameful' Trump cover-ups torched by ex-CIA director: 'Tiptoe past the graveyard' — Raw Story
45. Pentagon Accused Of Iran War Casualty Cover-Up — List25
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https://newsnetworks.com/shameful-pentagon-accused-of-cover-up-over-us-military-casualties-in-iran-war-295494.html
https://www.rawstory.com/pentagon-leon-panetta/
https://list25.com/pentagon-iran-war-casualty-coverup/
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COLLECTION GAPS

* No primary-source reporting on IRGC naval operations in the Strait of Hormuz beyond the US Navy's aggregate boarding
and redirection statistics.

* European NATO members' response to the expanded North Korean troop commitment is not reflected in current reporting,
leaving allied consultation status at Brussels or national capitals unaddressed.

« Absence of cybersecurity incident reporting from theater-level US or allied military networks during the Iran strike pause,
despite increased drone and electronic warfare activity across the Gulf.

* No open-source reporting on Chinese diplomatic or military messaging to Manila through back-channel mechanisms during
the current confrontation cycle at the shoals.
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